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GENERAL  ACCOUNT 


OF  THE 


RISE  and  STATE 

*'||  '  OF  THE 

C  O  L  L  E  G  E» 

LATELY  ESTABLISHED 

In  the  Province  of  N  E  W-J  E  R  S  E  T} 

In  AMERICA) 

And  of  the  End  and  Design  of  its  InftitutioiL 

Originally  pubMied  in  America,  anno  1752,  by  the  Truflees 
of  the  faid  Go  llege;  and  now  republifhed,  in  pur 
fuance  of  their  order,  with  fome  alterations  and  additions,, 
adapted  to  its  prefent  date,  for  the  information  of  the 
friends  of  learning  and  piety  in  Great-Britain, 

•  ;  '  \ 

By  the  Reverend  Meflienrs  Gilbert  Tennent  and 

Samuel  Davies,  Agents  for  the  laid  Truflees, 


Nor  ev'n  to  Britain  is  our  care  confin'd: 

Lo  !  /warming  o'er  the  new  difeover'd  world f 

Gay  colonies  extend — - - - - — 

Of  Britain’*  empire  the  fupport  and  :Jlrenglh, 

Behold!  fill  more  thefe  happy  feats  to  hie /*, 

The  mufes  come ,  and  touch  the  warbling  lyre , 

In  /hades  that  never  heard  their  voice  before — 

See!  the  wild  Indian,  by  their  niufic  tam'd , 

His  Ravage  manners  quits ,  and  from  their  lore 
’  Mild  wifdom  learns ,  and  arts  of  polic'd  life  ! 

Lo  !  at  my  pow'rful  word ,  how  wide  around 
Reforming  fcience  fpreads  her  (acred  light •— 

Till  all  America’*  untutor'd  fons 

Heel  the  blefi  influence  of  my  .gentle  fway, 

By  England’*  feeptre  guarded  and  fuflain'd, 

T II o m  PSO  N ’*  Liberty; 

$$  D  I N B  UR  G  H  Reprinted.  Anno  1  7  5 4* 
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GENERAL  ACCOUNT 


OF  T  H  E 


Rise  and  State  of  the  College,  &c. 


O  T  El  1 N  G  has  a  more  dire  cl  tendency  to  advance 
the  happinels  and  glory  of  a  community,  than  the 
founding  of  public  fchools  and  leminaries  of  learn- 
ing,  for  the  education  of  youth,  and  adorning  their  minds 
with  ufeful  knowledge  and  virtue.  Hereby  the  rude  and 
ignorant  are  civilized  and  rendered  humane  ;  perfons,  who 
would  otherwise  be  ufelefs  members  of  fociety,  are  qualified 
to  fuftain,  with  honour,  the  offices  they  may  be  inverted 
with,  for  the  public  fervi.ee  ;  reverence  of  the  Deity,  filial 
piety,  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  are  inculcated  and  pro- 
{noted. 

The  fciences  have  no  where  flourirti’d  with  more  fuccefs, 
than  in  our  mother-country.  The  umverrtties  and  fenri- 
ininaries  of  learning,  in  England  and  Scotland,  are  annu¬ 
ally  fending  abroad  into  the  kingdom,  proficients  in  all 
kinds  of  literature  ;  men  of  refined  fentiments,  folid  judg¬ 
ments,  and  noble  principles  ;  who  fpread  (if  the  exprertlon 
may  be  allowed)  a  kind  of  literary  glory  over  the  Britifii 
nation. 

America  remain’d,  during  a  long  period,  in  the  thick- 
ert  darknefs  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  till  Chrirtianity,  at 
tire  introduction  of  the .  Europeans,  enlightned  her  hemi- 
fphere  with  the  falutary  beams  of  life  and  immortality. 
Science,  her  conrtant  attendant,  fpon  raifed  her  deprerted 
head,  and  the  arts  began  to  flourifh.  New-England  firfl 
felt  her  benign  influences,  whole  Tons  flic  infpired  with  a 
penerous  emulation  of  erecting  fchools  and  colleges,  for 
tire  inftruction  of  their  youth,  and  inftilling  into  their  ten¬ 
der  mind  the  principles  of  piety  and  learning.  i  he  fouth- 
wefiward  colonies,  except  Virginia,  continued  a  confide- 
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rable  number  of  years  without  any  public  inftitutions  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  fciences.  At  length,  feveral  gentle¬ 
men  reliding  in  and  near  the  province  of  New-Jerfey,  who 
were  well-wifhers  to  the  felicity  of  their  country,  and  real 
friends  of  religion  and  learning,  having  obferved  the  vaO: 
increafe  of  thofe  colonies,  with  the  rudenefs  and  ignorance 
of  their  inhabitants,  for  want  of  the  neceffary  means  of 
improvement,  fir  ft  projected  the  fcheme  of  a  collegiate  edu¬ 
cation  in  that  province. 

The  immediate  motives  to  this  generous  defign,  were _ 

the  great  number  of  Chriftian  focieties  then  lately  formed 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  where  many  thoufands  of 
inhabitants,  in  a  tratft  of  land  much  larger  than  all  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  ardently  deftrous  of  the  adminiftration 
of  religious  ordinances,  were  intirely  deflitute  of  the  ne- 
ceffary  means  of  inftrutftion,  and  incapable  of  being  re¬ 
lieved ; — the  urgent  applications  that  were  annually  made 
by  thofe  vacant  congregations  to  the  clergy  in  their  collec¬ 
tive  bodies  ;  complaining,  in  the  mod:  moving  manner,  of 
their  unhappy  circum (lances,  in  being  deprived  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  means  of  falvation,  and  left  to  grope  after  happinefs 
almoft  in  the  obfcurity  of  Paganifm,  tho‘  the  light  of  reve¬ 
lation  fnone  on  their  furrounding  neighbours  ;  —  and  the 
great  fcarcity  of  candidates  for  the  minifterial  funfiion,  to 
comply  with  thcfe  pious  and  Chriftian  demands  ;  the  col¬ 
leges  of  New-England  educating  hardly  a  competent  num¬ 
ber  for  the  fervice  of  its  own  churches  f — Thefe  conft- 
derations  were  the  moft  urgent  arguments  for  the  immediate 
profecution  of  the  above-mentioned  fcheme  of  education. 

Accordingly,  in  the  year  17 47,  a  petition  was  prefented 
to  his  excellency  Jonathan  Belscher,  Efq;  governor 
of  that  province  (a  gentleman  who  has  long  fignalized 
iiimfelf  as  a  patron  of  religion  and  learning)  praying  his 
Majesty’s  grant  of  a  charter  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  a 
public  feminary  of  literature  in  New-Jerfey.  His  excel¬ 
lency, 


J  This  is  atteflcd  by  the  afTociated  miniflers  of  Bofton,  Nevv-Eng- 
land,  in  their  recommendation  of  the  infant  college  of  New-Jc*ley ; 
which  the  agents  for  the  laid  college  have  fhewn  to  the  reverend  gentle¬ 
men  in  London  who  have  recommended  their  petition,  and  are  ready  60 
fhevv  to  any  enquirer. 
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fency,  with  the  approbation  of  the  council  and  attorney* 
general  of  the  laid  province,  was  pleafed  to  comply  with 
their  requed  :  and  ordered  a  charter  to  pafs  the  feals ;  in- 
corporating  fundry  gentlemen,  to  the  number  \of  twenty- 
three,  by  the  name  of  the  trustees  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  New -Jersey;  and  appointing  the  governor  of 
New-Jerfey  for  the  time  being,  who  is  his  Majesty’s  re- 
prefentative,  to  ad:  as  their  prelident,  when  conveened. 
This  charter  places  the  fociety  upon  the  molt  catholic 
foundation  :  all  protedants,  of  every  denomination,  who 
are  loyal  fubjeds  to  our  most  Gracious  Sovereign 
(the  happy  effeds  of  whole  mild  and  equal  adminidration 
the  remoted  colonies  of  the  Britifh  empire  fenlibly  expe¬ 
rience,  and  gratefully  acknowledge)  are  admitted  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  all  its  privileges,  and  allowed  the  unlimited 
exercife  of  their  religion. 

The  Trudees,  thus  authorized  with  ample  powers  for 
the  execution  of  this  laudable  delign,  in  conformity  to  the 
plan  of  their  charter,  applied  themfelves,  wdth  the  ntmoft 
deliberation,  to  form  and  enad  fuch  rules  and  orders  for 
the  regulation  of  the  methods  of  indrudion,  and  condud 
of  the  dudents,  as  might  tend  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
vice  into  the  fociety,  and  the  introdudion  of  idlenels,  va¬ 
nity,  and  extravagant  expences  amongd  its  members.  It 
would  be  repugnant  to  the  defign  of  a  general  narrative,  as 
well  as  impertinent  to  the  reader,  to  enter  into  a  minute 
detail  of  thefe  feveral  private  regulations.  It  will  fuffice 
to  fay,  that  the  two  principal  objeds  the  trudees  had  in 
view,  wrere  science  and  religion.  Their  fil'd  concern 
was,  to  cultivate  the  minds  of  the  pupils  in  all  thofe 
branches  of  erudition  which  are  generally  taught  in  the 
univerfities  abroad  :  and,  to  perfed  their  defign,  their  next 
care  wras  to  redify  the  heart,  by  inculcating  the  great  pre¬ 
cepts  of  Chridianity,  in  order  to  make  them  good. 

Upon  thefe  views  this  fociety  was  founded.  Providence 
fo  far  fmil’d  upon  the  undertaking,  in  the  find  indance,  as 
to  point  out  a  gentleman,  podeded  of  every  requifite  en- 
dov/ment,  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  fuch  an  academy. 
The  Reverend  Mr  Aaron  Burr  has  been  long  known  in 
thefe  parts  of  America,  for  his  piety,  affability,  univerfal 

■  acquaintance 
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acquaintance  with  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  his  £afy,  fa¬ 
miliar  methods  of  inffruClion.  Under  his  immediate  tui¬ 
tion  and  government,  this  fociety  has  flourifhed  far  beyond 
the  moft  railed  and  fanguine  expectations.  The  number  of 
ftudents  has  increafed,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  five  years, 
from  eight  or  ten,  to  about  Sixty;  befides  near  Forty  in 
the  grammar-fchool. 

As  no  human  inffitutions,  in  a  world  of  imperfection 
and  error,  are  fo  completely  modelled,  as  to  exclude  the 
poffibility  of  farther  emendation  ;  it  may  be  faid  without 
any  intention  of  difp aragement  to  other  learned  feminaries, 
that  the  governors  of  this  college  have  endeavoured  to  im¬ 
prove  upon  the  commonly  received  plans  of  education. 
They  proceed  not  fo  much  in  the  method  of  a  dogmatic 
inftitution,  by  prolix  difeourfes  on*  the  different  branches  of 
the  fciences,  by  burdening  the  memory,  and  impofing 
heavy  and  difagreeable  talks  ;  as  in  the  Socratic  way  of 
free  dialogue,  between  teacher  and  pupil,  or  between  the 
fludents  tkemfelves,  under  the  infpcCtion  of  their  tutors. 
In  this  manner,  the  attention  is  engaged,  the  mind  enter¬ 
tained,  and  the  fchoJar  animated  in  the  purfuit  of  know¬ 
ledge.  In  fine,  the  arts  and  fciences  are  conveyed  into  the 
minds  of  youth,  in  a  method  the  moll  eafy,  natural  and 
familiar.  But  as  religion  ought  to  be  the  end  ol  all  in- 
firuCtion,  and  gives  it  the  lall  degree  of  perfection  ;  as  one 
of  the  primary  views  of  this  foundation  was  to  educate 
young  genilemen  for  the  facred  office  of  the  minifiry,  and 
fit  them  for  the  difeharge  of  fo  noble  an  employment ; 
divinity,  the  miftrefs  of  the  fciences,  engages  the  peculiar 
attention  of  the  governors  of  this  fociety.  Stated  times 
arc  fet  apart  for  the  fiudy  of  the  holy  feriptures  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  languages,  and  Hated  hours  daily  confecrated  to  the 
fervice  of  religion.  The  utmeff  care  is  taken  to  difeoun- 
tcnance  vice,  and  to  encourage  the  pra&ice  of  virtue  ;  and. 
a  manly,  rational  and  Chriftian  behaviour  in  the  Undents. 
Enthufiafm  on  the  one  hand,  and  prophanenefs  on  the  other, 
are  equally  guarded  again!},  and  meet  with  the  fevered:  checks. 

Under  fuch  management,  this  feminary,  from  the  {mal¬ 
lei}  beginnings,  quickly  drew  the  public  attention,  en¬ 
larged  the  number  of  her  pupils,  raifed  her  reputation 

and 
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ini  now,  tho5  in  her  infancy,  almofl  rivals  her  ancient 
fitters  upon  the  continent. 

Daily  obfervation  evinces,  that  in  proportion  as  learning 
makes  its  progrefs  in  a  country,  it  foftens  the  natural 
toughnefs,  eradicates  the  prejudices,  and  transforms  the 
genius  and  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants.  New-Jerfey, 
and  the  adjacent  provinces,  already  feel  the  happy  effixtts  of 
this  ufeful  inttitution.  A  general  defire  of  knowledge 
feems  to  be  fpreading  among  the  people :  parents  are  infer¬ 
red  with  an  emulation  of  cultivating  the  minds  of  their 
Offspring  :  public  ttations  are  honourably  fill’d  by  gentle* 
men,  who  have  received  their  education  here  :  and  from 
hence  many  Chrittian  affemblies  are  furnifh’d  with  men  of 
dittinguiihed  talents,  for  the  difeharge  of  the  pafloral  office. 

The  Truttces  acknowledge,  with  the  utniott  gratitude, 
the  feveral  benefactions  that  have  been  made  to  this  infant 
fociety,  by  the  lovers  of  piety  and  learning.  But  not- 
withttanding  the  affiftances  obtained ;  confidcring  the  con- 
flant  annual  maintenance  of  the  prefident  and  tutors  ;  — 
the  expence  that  mull:  unavoidably  attend  the  erection  of  an 
edifice,  with  a  requifite  number  of  apartments  the  build¬ 
ing  an  houfe  for  the  refidence  of  the  prefident ; — furniffiing 
the  library,  which  is  at  prefent  very  final!; — and  procu¬ 
ring  a  proper  apparatus  for  philofophical  experiments  ;  — 
the  Bate  of  their  treafury  is  altogether  inadequate  to  tho fe 
chargeable  demands  f.  Thefe  tilings,  fio  abfolutely  necefi- 

fary 

f  The  Trutteeshave  received  about  L.  1200  Sterling  in  America, 
the  yearly  interest  of  which  they  have  voted  *0  be  applied  to  the  fupport 
of  the  prefident  and  tutors:  but  it  is  hardly  fufficient  for  that  purpole; 
much  lets  for  the  increafe  of  their  dumber,  which  is  ncceflary  even  at 
prefent. — * — The  inhabitants  of  Prince-Town,  where  the  college  is  to  be 
ereOed,  have  allb  given  in  land  for  ever  to  the  value  of  L.  400  Sterling, 
for  the  /eat  of  the  college,  and  to  ffipply  it  with  fire-wood. 

The  number  of  fcholars,  including  thofein  the  gram  mar- Ichool,  is  al¬ 
ready  near  an  hundred  ;  and  there  is  no  fmall  ptofpeCt  of  their  annual 
increale.  They  cannot  therefore  be  accommodated  in  a  building  of  lefs 
than  forty  rooms,  with  a  large  hall  for  public  exercifes,  a  library-room 
a  dwelling-houfe  for  the  prefident,  and  other  convenient  buildings;  the 
expence  of  which,  it  is  thought,  will  amount  to  above  L.  2000  Sterling, 
And  at  leaft  the  fum  of  L.  2000  more  will  be  neceflary  —  for  enlarging 
the  library, — furnifhing  a  philofophical  apparatus,  ersereafmg  the  falaries 
and  number  of  the  inflrnftors  — and  forming  a  fufficient  fund  for  the. 
fupport  of  youth  of  piety  and  genius,  who  are  unable  to  defray  the  cx- 
pences  of  a  collegiate  education ;  without  which,  the  numerous  growing 
churches  there  cannot  be  well  fupplied, 
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fary  to  the  well-being  of  the  fociety,  mufl:  remain  uneffec- 
led,  until  Providence  is  pleafed  to  excite  the  beneficence  of 
thofe  who  wifii  the  profperity  of  religion  and  literature  in 
the  uncultivated  parts  of  the  world.  The  members  of  the 
college,  who  are  annually  growing  more  numerous,  for 
want  of  a  public  building  for  their  reception,  mufl;  ftruggle 
under  the  greatefc  difficulties  in  procuring  accommodations 
in  private  families  ;  and  that  too  in  a  difperfed  village, 
where  their  daily  attendance  on  the  collegiate  exercifes  is 
fubjedt  to  numberlefs  inconveniencies.  , 

From  the  above  representation  of  the  ends  for  which 
this  corporation  was  founded ;  the  happy  effects  of  its  in- 
(litution ;  and  its  prefent  neceflitous  circumflances  ;  it  is 
hoped,  that  the  pious  and  benevolent  in  Great-Britain, 
into  whofe  hands  thefe  papers  may  fall,  will  extend  their 
generous  aids,  in  the  profecution  and  completion  of  fo 
excellent  and  ufeful  a  .defign.  A  defign  !  upon  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which,  the  happinefs  of  multitudes  in  fundry 
colonies,  and  their  numerous  pofterity,  in  the  prefent  and 
future  ages  far  diftant,  in  a  great  meafure  depends.  A 
defign !  which  not  only  tends  to  promote  the  wreal  of  the 
Britifli  inhabitants,  but  alfo  of  the  German  emigrants ; 
and  to  fpread  the  gofpei  of  falvation  among  the  benighted 
Indian  tribes,  and  attach  them  to  his  Majesty’s  govern¬ 
ment.  A  defign  !  which  is  not  calculated  to  promote  the 
low  purpofes  of  a  party,  *  but  in  its  views  and  confe- 

quences 

•  ^ 

*  The  tYu  flees  of  the  faidToilege  have  not  made  fuch  regulations  as 

may  burden  the  confcicnces  of  any,  or  confine  the  advantages  of  the 
inflitution  to  a  party  ;  nor  did  they  defire  fuch  a  power  ;  as  is  evident 

from  the  following  words  of  the  charter - “  The  faid  petitioners  have 

“  alfo  exprefled  their  earnefl  defire,  “  that  thofe  of  every  religious  de- 

nomination  may  have  free  and  equal  liberty  and  advantages  of  edu= 
«  cation  in  the  faid  College;  any  different  Sentiments  in  religion 

<c  notwithflanding.” - Nor  can  the  truflees  exercife  fuch  power,  in 

time  coming,  without  connteraOing,  and  of  confequence  forfeiting 
their  charter ;  the  words  of  which  are  thefe — —“The  truflees  of  the 
«  college  are  hereby  empowered  to  make  fuch  ordinances  and  laws, 
«  as  may  tend  to  the  good  government  of  the  fai^  college,  not  re* 
“  pugnant  to  the  laws  and  fhtutes  of  our  realm  of  Great-Eritain,  ot 
<<  of  this  our  province  of  New-Jcrfey  ;  and  not  excluding  any  perfon 
«  of  any  religions  denomination  whatfbever,  from  free  and  equal  liberty 
<<  and  advantage  of  education,  or  from  any  of  the  liberties,  privileges 
«  or  immunities  of  the  faid  college,  on  account  of  his  or  their  being 
“  of  a  religious  profcfilon  different  from  faid  truiWfc  of  the  fail 
**  college. 
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quences  affects  the  Proteftant  intereft  in  gencr.J,  and  Great- 
Britain  in  particular,  both  in  religious  and  civil  refpects  ; 
fince  by  this,  the  filial  duty  of  her  defcendents  will  be  in¬ 
culcated^  their  manners  reformed,  and  her  trade  increafed  ; 
which  is  the  bafis  of  her  empire,  glory  and  felicity. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  infant  colonies,  dependent  upon 
this  feminary,  unable  to  relieve  themfelves,  are  conflrained 
to  folicit  and  implore  the  afli fiance  of  others.  And  to 
whom  fhall  they  look,  but  to  their  tender  and  powerful 
parent,  the  venerable  church  of  Scotland,  whofe  ftandard 

of  faith,  Worfhip  and  difeipline  they  have  adopted  ? - 

To  move  her  compafiion,  they  plead  their  relation  as  chil¬ 
dren,  as  fellow -fubjects,  as  Chriftian  and  Proteftant  bre¬ 
thren  with  her  fons  that  (till  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
refiding  in  their  native  country — They  plead  the  deplo¬ 
rable  circumftances  of  the  church,  and  the  exigences 
of  the  (late,  for  want  of  fuch  an  inftitution  brought  to 

maturity - -  And  they  beg  leave  modeftly  to  intimate 

their  importance  to  their  mother-country,  as  they  enlarge 
the  Britilh  dominions  upon  a  vail;  continent,  whither  the 
induflrious  poor  may  tranfplant  themfelves,  and  find  a  com¬ 
fortable  fubfiftence  ;  as  they  are  a  check  upon  the  growth 
of  the  French  power  in  America;  engage  the  Indian  na¬ 
tives  to  the  Britifii  intereft;  furnifh  various  afiiftances  in 
time  of  war  againft  the  common  enemy ;  and  carry  on 
fundry  branches  of  trade,  advantageous  to  Great-Britain ; 
which  will  undoubtedly  flourilh  more,  in  proportion  to 
their  improvements  in  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences ;  for  hi- 
ftory  and  obfervation  allure  us,  that  learning  and  trade 
mutually  promote  each  other. 

Next  to  the  advancement  of  the  divine  honour,  the 
nobleft  purfuit  of  man,  furely  nothing  can  afford  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  a  more  pleafing  reflection,  than  the  being  in- 
ftrumental  in  promoting  the  general  felicity  of  mankind* 
Thefe  important  ends  can  by  no  means  be  fo  effectually 
ferved,  as  by  forming  the  rifing  generation  to  be  ufeful 
members  of  the  community  ;  and  by  diffufing  the  light  oi 
Chriftianity  among  the  ignorant  and  uncivilized  nations  ot 
the  earth. 
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R  ELIGION  and  L  E  A  Pv  N  I  N  G, 

The  PETITION  of  Gilbert  Tennent  and 
Samuel  Davies,  in  the  name  of  the  Trufees 
of  the  infant  College  of  New-Jerfey,  and  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  Pro¬ 
vinces  ; 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

np  HAT  the  faid  trufees,  empowered  by  a  charter 
JL  lately  obtained,  have  founded  a  feminary  of  learn¬ 
ing  in  faid  province j  in  which  all  Protefants  of  every 
denomination,  who  are  loyal  fubje&s  to  his  Majesty, 
iiave  a  right  to  equal  advantages  of  education. 

That  though  in  its  infancy,  it  has  already  qualified  feveral 
perfons  for  considerable  fervice  in  the  church  and  fate  ;  and 
from  very  fmall  beginnings,  the  number  of  fcholars,  inclu¬ 
ding  thofc  in  the  grammar  fchool,  is  now  increafed  to 
near  a  hundred  ;  who  are  under  the  infpeifion  and  care 
of  a  prefident  and  two  tutors. 

That  though  various  attempts  have  been  made  in  thofc 
provinces,  to  carry  on  this  ufeful  defgn ;  yet,  fuch  is  the 
poverty  of  many  who  are  friends  to  it,  and  fo  infenfible 
are  others  of  the  ncceffity  and  value  of  human  literature, 
that  the  fund  obtained  is  not  fuficient — for  the  competent 
fupport  of  the  prefident  and  tutors, — the  erection  of  pro¬ 
per  buildings, —  and  furnifhing  a  fuitable  library  and  phi- 
lofophical  apparatus. 

That  a  college  fuitably  endowed,  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  is  of  the  highef  importance  to  the  civil  and  religi¬ 
ous  interef  s  of  its  inhabitants ;  the  want  of  which  has 

been 


VRHMHI 


[  II  ] 

been  long  lamented  by  many  judicious  well-wifhers  to 
both- — In  particular, 

That  it  is  of  the  lad  ncceflity— to  furnifh  perfons  with 
proper  qualifications  to  fupply  the  many  congregations  in 
the  fouthern  provinces  of  North  America,  of  which  there 
are  at  prefent  no  lefs  than  fifty  or  fixty  entirely  deflitute 
of  the  dated  miniftryof  the  gofpel;  and  no  fmall  profpeCi, 
on  various  accounts,  of  the  great  and  fpeedy  increafe  of 
their  number — -to  preferve  a  fenfe  of  religion,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  knowledge  of  the  Englifh  language,  among  the 
German  Protedant  Emigrants,  now  fettled  in  thofc  colo¬ 
nies,  by  educating  fome  of  their  youth  for  the  miniftry 
in  an  Englifh  college;  that  fo  national  prejudices  may  be 
removed,  and  they  more  eafiiy  incorporated  with  the  red 
of  his  Majesty’s  fubje&s — and  to  propagate  the  Chri- 
ftian  religion  among  the  Indian  natives  ;  which  may  not 
only  have  the  happieft  influence  on  their  immortal  date, 
but  is  aifo  the  bed  expedient  to  attach  them  inviolably  to 
■his  Majesty’s  crown,  and  the  intereds  of  Great -Britain, 
That  as  there  is  no  profpecl  of  a  fufficient  augmentation 
of  the  fund  by  any  farther  benefactions  in  thofe  provinces, 
to  bring  this  feminary  to  fuch  maturity,  as  may  anfwer 
the  prefling  exigencies  of  the  numerous  focieties  that  ex- 
ped  fupplies  from  thence;  the  trudees  are  therefore  con- 
drained  to  folicit  the  alhdance  of  the  charitable  and  be¬ 
nevolent  in  didant  parts,  to  promote  fo  arduous  and  Im¬ 
portant  an  undertaking :  which  your  petitioners  (whom 
the  faid  trudees  have  empowered  to  a<d  for  them  in  this 
affair)  do  humbly  and  earnedly  requed  ;  being  fully  per- 
fwaded,  That  whatfoever  is  given  to  accomplifh  this  valu¬ 
able  defign,  will  be  an  offering  acceptable  to  God,  and 
of  extenfive  good  to  men  in  the  prefent  and  future  gene¬ 
rations. 

London,  Wincheder-Street,  near 7 

Tittle  Moor-Gate,  Jan.  195  1  754*  j 

< 

Follows,  A  Recommendation  by  a  number  of 
mi  aiders  at  or  near  London.' 
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\  7J7  whole  names  are  underwritten,  having  feen  the 
v  v  credentials  of  the  petitioners,  and  an  attefled  ac¬ 
count  of  the  defign  of  their  miffion,  do  look  upon  the 
above  reprefentation  to  be  juft,  and  the  delign  ©f  it  impor¬ 
tant  ;  and  as  fuch  we  recommend  it  to  perfons  of  benevo¬ 
lent  and  charitable  difpolitions.  - 


Thomas  Bradbury. 

Ja.  Earel  ,d.  d. 

Zeph.  Marryat,  d.  d. 
John  Quyfe,  d.  d. 

Ben.  Grofvenor,  d.  d. 

Id.  Miles,  D.  D.  f.  r.  s. 
Ere.  M.  Ziegenhagen. 
John  Barker. 

Richard  Rawlin. 
bam.  Chandler. 

Tho.  Hall. 

Nath.  Lardner,  d.  d. 

Jof.  Stennett,  d.  d. 
George  Bepfon,  d.  d. 
John  Gill,  d.  d. 

Samuel  Price. 

Dav.  Jennings-,  d.  d. 
Thomas  Newman, 

Jofeph  Denham. 

William  King. 

S.  Lawrence,  m.  d. 

I'r.  SpilfBury. 

John  Elodgc. 

William  Prior. 

John  Allen,  m.  d. 

John  Milner,  d.  dq 
Edm.  Calamy. 

E.  Godwin. 

Will.  Crook  ftiank. 

Jofeph  Burroughs. 

AVm.  Langford, 

Ca.  Fleming. 

Johp  Mitchel. 

William  Plum. 


John  Halford. 

Robert  Cornthwaite. 
Thomas  Ofwald. 

Jo.  Richard  Pittius. 
John  Patrick. 

Samuel  Pike. 

Timothy  Jollie. 

John  Rogers. 

Robert  Lawfon. 

John  Richardfon, 
Tho.  Towle. 

John  Brine. 

Michael  Pope. 

Samuel  Brewer. 
Andrew  Kippis. 

John  Stevens. 

Tho.  Gibbons. 
Edward  Pickard. 
Jofiah  Thomfon,  jun. 
Jofeph  Pitts. 

Wm.  Guyfe. 

K.  I’lexman. 

Sam.  Fry. 

C.  Bulkley. 

Edward  Ilitchin, 
Philip  Furneaux, 
David  Muir. 

Benj.  Wallin. 

Sam.  Morton  Savage. 
J.  Walker. 

Richard  Winter. 
Samuel  Hayward. 

Sam.  Stennett. 

Wm.  Anderfon. 
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r  I  H  E  Reverend  Mr.  Pemberton  of  New  York,  Prefes 
of  the  Society’s  correfpondents  in  America,  and 
one  of  the  truflees  of  the  infant  college  of  New-Jerfey, 
having,  in  a  letter  dated  April  27th  1749,  informed  the 
Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian 
Knowledge,  .of  the  ereHion  of  faid  college ;  and  that  if 
they,  by  recommending  the  defign  to  pious  and  charitable 
perfons,  could  procure  any  afliftance,  it  would  be  of  ex- 
tenfive  fervice  to  the  interefls  of  religion  in  thofe  parts, 
&c.  See.  Sic.  the  faid  Honourable  Society,  anno  1  750, 
were  pleafed  to  recommend  it  in  the  following  terms  : 

u  As  to  the  college  propofed  to  be  ereded  in  New- 
u  Jerfey,  the  Society  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  encourage  it ;  and  have  fet  apart  the  fum  of  L.  30 
u  Sterling,  to  be  employed  in  buying  proper  books  for 
(c  the  lfudents  :  fo  that,  in  a  little  time,  there  is  reafon  to 
u  hope,  that  there  will  be  no  more  reafon  for  a  complaint, 
u  fo  often  made  in  thofe  parts,  that  (C  the  harvefl  is  great, 
i 4  but  the  labourers  are  few. — Neither  can  the  Diredlors 
cc  omit  taking  this  opportunity  of  recommending  this  good 
“  defign  to  others.  The  thing  indeed  recommends  itfelf, 
“  and  muft  do  fo  to  every  perfon,  whofe  heart  is  capable 
“  of  the  leaf!  tin&ure  of  ccmpaflion  for  fuch  vafl  numbers 
“  of  poor  forlorn  Indians. — Nor  would  fuch  a  feminary 
u  anfwer  a  religious  end  only ;  it  would  alfo  ferve  a  poli- 
“  tical  view :  for  fure,  if  from  us  learning  and  good  man- 
u  ners  could  be  propagated  thro’  thefe  favages,  it  would 
(C  be  a  mean  of  engaging  them  more  firmly  in  the  Britifh 
u  interefl.  And  if,  along  with  learning  and  good  man- 
u  ners,  true  religion  fhould  take  place  among  them,  and 
<(  they  become  fubjedts,  willing  fubjetfis  to  the  King  of 
all  kings,  what  joy  would  not  this  yield  to  every  fincere 
<£  Chriftian  ? 

“  By  this  means,  Breams  would  break  out  in  that  vafl 
<c  wildernefs,  and  rivers  run  in  that  immenfe  defert.  Nay, 
ie  the  defert  would  rejoice,  and  bloffom  as  the  rofe;  fo 
u  that  from  the  riling  of  the  fun  unto  where  he  goeth 
dov/n^  a  pure  offering  fhould  be  offered  unto  the  true 
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&  God.  Men  fliould  be  bleffed  in  Jesus,  and  all  nations 
i(  call  him  blciTed. 

“  Thcfc  are  the  prayers  of  this  fociety  ;  and  they  are 
i(  the  prayers  of  every  true  Chriftian  ” 

See  a  fhart  account  of  the  prefent  (late  of  the  Society 
in  Scotland  for  propagating  Christian  knowledge, 
fubjoined  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Blair’s  fermon  preached  be¬ 
fore  them,  Jan.  id,  1750. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  aiTociated  pafters  in  Bofcon  New-England. 

September  I  753. 

.rppE  Reverend  Mr.  Pemberton  of  New-York,  one 
JL  of  the  truffees  of  the  infant  college  of  New-Jerfey, 
having  reprefented  to  ns,  that  the  trudees  are  fending  an 
agent,  both  to  England  and  Scotland,  in  order  to  follicit 
charitable  colle&ions  for  the  building  and  endowing  the 
faid  college ;  which  the  trudees,  in  the  prefent  circumftan- 
ces  of  thofe  colonies,  can  fee  no  other  way  to  accomplifh  ? 
and  Mr.  Pemberton  defiring  our  recommendation  of  this 
defipn,  to  our  brethren  in  Great-Britain  ;  we  cannot  but 
exprefs  our  apprehenfion  of  the  importance  of  fuch  a  foci- 
ety  in  that  part  of  North-America,  for  fupplying  the  eight 
Britifh  provinces  fouth-wedward  of  New-England,  with 
miniders  of  piety  and  learning;  for  want  of  which,  great 
and  growing  numbers  of  people  in  thofe  fouthern  provin¬ 
ces,  arc  in  imminent  danger  of  perifhing  in  ignorance  and 
error;  the  two  colleges  in  New-England  being  unable  to 
flip  ply  them:  and  tho’  our  own  college  in  Cambridge  hath 
great  need  of  further  benefadions,  and  we  fhail  be  glad 
if  the  friends  of  religion  and  learning  would  help  us;  yet 
therewith,  we  would  alfo  commend  this  undertaking  to  the 
divine  blcffing,  and  to  the  beneficence  of  thofe  who  defire 
the  enlargement  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  learning  in  thofe  ends  of  the  earth.  And  what¬ 
ever  any  dial!  give  to  this  important  intereft,  we  apprehend 
will  bo  an  offering  acceptable  to  God,  and  of  extenfive 
good  to  men,  both  in  the  prefent  and  future  generations. 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  affociation. 

JOSEPH  S  E  W  ALL.  D.  D, 


ABSTRACT  of  the  ACT  and  RECOMMEN¬ 
DATION  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  met  at  Edinburgh  May  31, 
1754,  for  a  collection  for  the  College  of  New-Jerfey. 

a  ,  ■  ,  .  t 

^PHE  General  AfTembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
Jl  met  at  Edinburgh  on  the  31  ft' .day  of  May  1754, 
having  had  preferred  to  them,  by  the  Reverend  Meffieurs 
Gilbert  Tennant  and  Samuel  Davies,  two  petitions,  the  one 
from  the  fynod  of  New- York,  and  the  other  from  the  tru- 
flees  of  the  college  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  fame  import 
with  the  preceeding  papers  ;  and  having  alfo  laid  before 
them  certificates  and  recommendations  from  perfons  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  credit ;  and  being  fenflble  that  the  encouraging  of 
the  faid  college  is  of  great  importance  to  the  interefls  of 
religion  and  learning,  and  the  fupport  and  further  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world ; 
did  appoint  a  collediOn  to  be  made  at  the  church -doors  of 
all  the  parifhes  through  Scotland  upon  any  Lord’s  day  be¬ 
twixt  and  the  firll  day  of  January  next ;  the  particular  day 
to  be  fixed  by  the  feveral  prefbyteries,  as  they  find  to  be 
moft  convenient  for  the  parifhes  in  their  bounds  ;  and  the 
money  collected  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synods  of  Glaf- 
gow,  and  Air,  and  of  Argyle,  to  be  paid  in  to  Baillie  Ar¬ 
chibald  Ingram  Merchant  in  Glafgow ;  and  that  collected 
within  the  bounds  of  the  other  fynods  in  Scotland,  to  be 
paid  into  Mr.  William  Hog  and  fon,  merchants  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  :  and  the  General  AfFembly  earneflly  recommends  it 
it  to  all,  to  contribute,  according  to  their  ability,  to  this 
ufeful  and  charitable  defign  ;  and  ordains  their  aft  and  re¬ 
commendation  to  be  read  from  the  pulpit  the  fabbath  imme¬ 
diately  preceeding  the  day  that  fhall  be  appointed  for  the 
colledion,  and  that  miniflers  enforce  it  with  fuitable  exhor¬ 
tations. 

There  is  fubjoined  to  the  Ailembly’s  A  <51  and  Recom¬ 
mendation  a  Letter,  dire&ed  to  their  moderator,  from 

the 
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the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  ChriRian  knowledge, 
fign’d  by  the  moR  honourable  the  Marquis  of  Lothian, 
their  prefldent,  the  tenor  whereof  follows  :  u  Very  Reve-^ 
u  rend  Sir,  The  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chri- 
u  ftian  knowledge  take  this  opportunity  to  fignify  the  ge- 
<c  nuine  pleafure  it  gave  them,  to  obferve  with  what  ala- 
crity  the  venerable  affembly  countenanced  a  general  col- 
i(  leftion  thro’  Scotland,  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
u  lately  ere&ed  college  at  New-Jerfey, — We  had  Rome  time 
iC  ago  the  Rate  of  that  college  under  confideration  ;  and, 
u  for  promoting  its  intereR,  gave  a  fum  for  purchafing 

ie  books  for  the  ufe  of  its  library - It  would  give  great 

<c  fatisfa&ion  to  this  fociety,  if  the  allembly  would  be 
iC  pleafed  to  authorife  this  letter  to  be  annexed  to  their  a£t, 
and  appoint  it  to  be  read  along  with  it ;  that  it  may  be 
known  to  the  whole  church,  how  much  the  fociety  is 
li  perfwaded,  that  the  encouragement  of  that  newly  erec- 
u  ted  college  will  tend  to  the  advancement  of  learning  and 
iC  the  improvement  of  religion,  in  that  diRant  part  of  his 
a  MajeRy’s  dominions.  This,  in  name  and  by  appoint- 
iL  ment  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  faid  fociety,  is  fub* 
ii  feribed  by, 


Edin.  May 
3°.  1754- 


Very  Reverend  Sir, 

'  v  "  ; 

“  Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

tl  Lothian.” 


